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1. U.S. DELEGATION TO ECG WORKING GROUP, ACCOMPANIED BY 
OFFICERS FROM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS AND USEC, MET SEPTEMBER 
5 WITH SWISS DELEGATION WHICH WAS IN BRUSSELS TO CONSULT 
WITH ECG CHAIRMAN DAVIGNON ON POSSIBLE SWISS 
PARTICIPATION IN IEP. 

2. SWISS REPORTED THAT THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH 

DAVIGNON HAD GONE VERY WELL AND REITERATED STRONG SWISS 
INTEREST IN EXPLORING POSSIBLE MEMBERSHIP IN IEP. SWISS 
APPEAR TO HAVE FULL AND COMPLETE UNDERSTANDING OF ALL 
OBLIGATIONS WHICH IEP MEMBERSHIP WOULD IMPOSE, INCLUDING 
SELSECTIVE TRIGGER. 

3. SWISS WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN EXTENT TO WHICH 
USG NOW HAS LEGAL AUTHORITY TO MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS 
UNDER THE PROGRAM AND WHETHER WE PLANNED TO SEEK SPECIFIC 
CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY FOR IEP. WE REPLIED THAT WE DO 
PLAN TO SEEK LEGISLATION IN SOME AREAS BUT THAT WE 
BELIEVE WE COULD THROUGH COMBINATION OF MEANS FULFILL 
OUR MAJOR OBLIGATIONS (DEMAND RESTRAINT, ALLOCATION, 

ETC.) IF PROGRAM WERE ACTIVATED BEFORE SUCH LEGISLATION 
WAS OBTAINED. ALSO, IN RESPONSE TO SWISS QUESTION, WE 
EXPLAINED THAT WE HAD CONSULTED CLOSELY WITH U.S. 

OIL COMPANOES AND BELIEVE THE COMPANIES ARE PREPARED 
TO COOPERATE WILLINGLY WITH PROGRAM. 

4. SWISS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY STRONGLY PREFERE TO 
SEE IEP PLACED IN OECD CONTEXT AND THAT THEY DESIRE 
FRENCH PARTICIPATION. THEY ALSO SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
NEITHER OF THESE SHOULD BE VIEWED AS ESSENTIAL PRE- 
CONDITION FOR SWISS PARTICIPATION SINCE THEY ARE BOTH 
DEVELOPMENTS OVER WHICH ECG COUNTRIES DO NOT HAVE 
COMPLETE CONTROL. 

5. AT CLOSE OF CONVERSATION, SWISS ASKED WHETHER, IF 
GOS DEFINITELY DECIDES TO SEEK STATUS AS ORIGINAL 
MEMBER IN IEP MEMBERSHIP, THERE WOULD BE ANY OBJECTION 
IN PRINCIPLE TO PRESENCE OF SWISS OBSERVERS AT ANY 
MEETING OF ECG AFTER THAT MEETING SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 
19-20. THEY INDICATED THIS COULD HAVE PRESENTATIONAL 
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VALUE FOR THEM IN TERMS OF SWISS PUBLIC. WE REPLIED 
THAT WHILE WE SAW NO MAJOR OBJECTION IN PRINCIPLE TO THIS 
PROPOSAL, THIS WAS QUESTION WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE 
ADDRESSED BY ECG AS A GROUP POSSIBLY AT SEPTEMBER 19-20 
MEETING. SWISS INDICATED THAT THEIR GOVERNMENT 
WILL PROBABLY MAKE FIRM DECISION ON IEP PARTICIPATION 
WITHIN NEXT FEW WEEKS.FIRESTONE 
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